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 SEnoxaparin sodium

Spontaneous intramural haematoma of the ileum
with small bowel obstruction: case report

A 60-year-old woman developed spontaneous intramural
haematoma of the ileum with small bowel obstruction while
receiving enoxaparin sodium [Lovenox].

The woman had a history of acute myelogenous leukaemia
and right upper extremity deep vein thrombosis for which she
was receiving enoxaparin sodium [route, dosage and duration
of therapy before reaction onset not stated]. She presented to
an emergency department with acute onset haematochezia,
pain in the left upper quadrant, and coffee-ground emesis. She
reported a 1-week history of bilious emesis with her last bowel
movement occurring about 24 hours previously. On
examination, she appeared to be in mild respiratory distress
with left upper quadrant tenderness. Her anti-Xa level was
within the therapeutic range for deep vein thrombosis therapy.
A CT scan revealed a high-grade small bowel obstruction
resulting from a haematoma observed in the right
midabdominal bowel loop. There were signs of pneumatosis
and possible necrotic bowel.

The woman underwent emergency explorative surgery.
Multiple profoundly distended loops of bowel were seen near
the terminal ileum. A microperforated section of bowel with
adhesed omentum seemed to be creating an internal hernia,
and just distal to this an intramural haematoma within the
bowel was felt. The proximal bowel was decompressed, the
obstructed portion of bowel was extracted and about 1.5L of
succus was removed. Enoxaparin sodium was withheld at
admission and postoperatively. By day 9 was tolerating a
regular diet with nonbloody bowel movements, and was
discharged home in a stable condition.

Author comment: "We present a case of small bowel
obstruction resulting from intramural hematoma associated
with anticoagulation, which required surgical management".
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